
I participated in the 44th Ligawki Shepherd Instrument Competition, organized by the Agricultural 

Museum in Ciechanowiec, Poland, in November. The festival brought together nearly two hundred 

musicians of all ages from Poland, Slovakia, Switzerland, Lithuania, Finland, and Norway, competing across 

eleven categories. 

The programme was diverse and inspiring; in particular, the Norwegian concert and competition 

performances were outstanding. Warm thanks to Sylvelin Hege Sevilhaug, Arne Petter Ødelund, Cecilie 

Røed, Karstein Grønnesby, Erik Agathon Veflingstad, and Rune Nyby. The Swiss alpine horn tradition was 

presented by the world-renowned Mike Maurer, while Karstein Grønnesby spoke about the Norwegian 

goat horn tradition. The event was warmly coordinated and hosted by Stanislav Rutkovsky. 

This gathering of the European “family of shepherd instruments” was an inspiring and meaningful 

experience, where—alongside music—personal encounters and the sharing of knowledge played a central 

role. 

 


